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‘Brigadoon’ comes to life

Burns Park Players stage enjoyable take on a classic

STAGE REVIEW

BY JENN MCKEE

News Arts Writer

If you take the high road and I
take the low road, I’ll be in Scot-
land before you. But if our real
destination is the enchanted
Scottish village of Brigadoon -
which only comes to life for one
day every 100 years - our jour-
ney is probably doomed, regard-
less of route.

Yet for a limited time, the
Burns Park Players are provid-
ing local theatergoers with the
chance to experience the village
for themselves, by way of Lern-
er and Loewe’s first musical,
“Brigadoon.”

The two-hour-plus play tells
the story of Tommy (Clinch
Steward) and Jeff (Steve Clay),
two New Yorkers vacationing in
Scotland. After getting lost, they
come across Brigadoon’s
bustling marketplace, where
Fiona (Janet Taylor) is helping
her sister, Jean (Surry Scheer-
er) prepare for her wedding.
Tommy spends much of the day
with Fiona, while Jeff tries to
fight off the aggressive ad-

vances of Meg (Liz Stern), and
by day’s end, both men learn
about the town’s unusual cir-
cumstances. Tommy has fallen
in love with Fiona, though, so
when he learns that she can’t
leave the village, he’s forced to
make a decision that will
change his life.

Though not the strongest

overall score in Lerner and

Loewe’s catalog, “Brigadoon”
nonetheless offers up several
wonderful songs. On opening
night, the vocal highlight was
‘Il Go Home With Bonnie
Jean,” performed with great
power and clarity by Christo-
pher Taylor. In addition, Janet
Taylor, Steward and Stern of-
fered solid vocals throughout
the evening.

The set, meanwhile, designed
by Mark Tucker and Jeri Rosen-
berg, is lush and lovely, and the
use of dry ice to embody the fog-
gy mist that sweeps the village
away works well.

What also often works well is
the addition of a few contempo-
rary jokes; the one that got the
biggest laugh by far occurred
when Jeff introduced himself
and Tommy (we won’t spoil it
here).

Other small adjustments,

however, are less successful.
Because Tommy and Jeff start
out the day hiking, not hunting,
Jeff’s later role in the accidental
death of a Brigadoon resident
gets eliminated, thus de-fanging
his desperate plea to Tommy to
leave the village with him.

That being said, there’s much
to enjoy in the sheer energy and
brightness of the production.
Yes, as an amateur show, there
are missed notes and steps, but
there’s also a sword dance, bag-
pipe music (a particular weak-
ness of mine), and a magical fi-
nal scene that makes you feel
like a hopeful kid again. And on
opening night, while the orches-
tra played “The Heather on the
Hill” during the entr’acte (call-
ing people back from intermis-
sion), a man in the audience
waltzed his little girl up the
aisle, making it even harder to
resist the pervasive joy and en-
thusiasm of “Brigadoon.”

“Brigadoon” continues at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday and Friday and 4 p.m.
Saturday at Tappan Middle School
Auditorium, 2251 E. Stadium Blvd.
For more information, visit
www.burnsparkplayers.org. Reach
Jenn McKee at (734) 994-6841 or
Jjmckee@annarbornews.com.




